Historic, Archive Document 


Do not assume content reflects current 
scientific knowledge, policies, or practices. 





~ 
pas 1 


4 » ey 
be iw ire Ca » 





8 
J 


VOLAVE eNOne CURRENT 


Cream of the News 


November milk prices in Wisconsin are expected 
to average $8.25 a hundredweight, the ninth consecu- 
tive month that milk prices established new records. 

Milk production in Wisconsin and the Nation 
during November continued below a year earlier with 
Wisconsin down 5 percent and the Nation 4 percent. 

The index of prices received by Wisconsin farm- 
ers declined slightly from October to November as 
lower prices for most livestock and some crops offset 
increases for milk, oats, and hay. 

Corn plant population in Wisconsin and most 
Corn Belt States showed slight to moderate declines 
in 1973. 

Wholesale prices of cheddar cheese in 40 pound 
blocks at Wisconsin assembly points increased for the 
ninth consecutive month during November. 

Cold storage stocks of meat in the Nation at the 
end of November were above a year ago for the first 
time in almost two years. 

Beef cattle and hog prices declined for the third 
straight month at the St. Paul market in November. 

Red meat production in Wisconsin during Oc- 
tober was 5 percent above the previous year as in- 
creased beef supplies offset lower pork production. 

The Nation’s cold storage stocks of butter on 
November 30 were down sharply from a year earlier 
but cheese stocks were about the same as on that 
date in 1972. 

Wisconsin farmers went into the winter season 
with nearly all crops harvested and considerable prog- 
ress made on land preparation for next year after an 
excellent fall for field work. 

All hogs and pigs on Wisconsin farms December 
1 totaled 1,575,000, up 7 percent from a year earlier. 

Weekly estimates indicate that butter production 
in Wisconsin and the Nation will continue lower in 
November but American cheese production will be 
up from the previous year. 
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NOVEMBER MILK PRODUCTION 
DOWN 5 PERCENT FROM 1972 


Production of milk on Wisconsin farms during November 
totaled 1,322 million pounds, a decline of 5 percent from 
last year. Wisconsin’s milk production has been running under 
a year ago since January 1973. November’s output of milk 
was down about 3 percent seasonally from October compared 
with a drop of 7 percent for those months in 1972. From 
January through November, milk production in Wisconsin 
was 4 percent below the corresponding period last year. This 
decline in milk production has been due to a lower output 
per cow and fewer milk cows on farms. Production per cow 
for November averaged 735 pounds, down 25 pounds from a 
year earlier. 

The Nation’s milk production during November was 4 
percent below a year ago. During the past 11 months of 1973, 
output of milk in the Nation was down 3 percent from the 
same period in 1972. All of the major producing states were 
under the previous year except California which showed a 
gain of | percent. 


Milk Production 







Change from 
last year 


Nov. | Jan.-Nov. 


Selected States 








Million pounds Percent 
Wisconsin..... 1,392 15322 17,374 —5§ —4 
Minnesota .... 658 654 8,701 —1 -—1 
LOWS gee yep te ere 326 312 4,049 —4 —3 
New, Yorks .)..s.s 737 705 8,868 —4 —6 
Pennsylvania . . 543 519 6,162 —4 —5 
California .... 818 807 9,642 —1 con) 
Other states... 4,513 4,343 52,906 —4 —2 
United States .. 8,987 8,662 107,702 —4 -—3 





MILK PRICE CONTINUES 
TO BREAK RECORDS 


Prices received by Wisconsin dairy farmers in November 
are expected to average $8.25 a hundredweight for all milk 
of average test. This would be 28 cents above October and 
the ninth consecutive month that milk prices established new 
records. A year ago the average price for all milk sold in 
November was $5.92 a hundredweight. 
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Milk prices for October averaged $7.97 a hundredweight, 
up 49 cents from September and $2.17 above a year earlier. 
Milkfat content averaged 3.82 percent in October compared 
with 3.84 percent last year. 

Grade A milk producers received an average of $8.11 a 
hundredweight during October, an increase of 50 cents from 
the previous month and $2.16 higher than October 1972. 
Manufacturing grade milk averaged $7.77 a hundredweight 
for October, up 47 cents from September and $2.17 more 
than a year ago. The price spread between market and manu- 
facturing grade milk was 34 cents in October, 1 cent narrower 
than in October 1972. 


Milk Prices 1/ 


October Nov. 
price per cwt. 1973 


Average | _ Price 73/72 |price per 
test per cwt. A ie change | cwt. 2/ 


September 1973 





Selected States 








Percent | Dollars | Dollars | Dollars | Percent | Dollars 
Milk for all uses 
Wisconsin ....... 3.70 7.48 5.80 7.97 +37 8.25 
Minnesota....... 3.61 7.00 5.40 7.61 +41 egho} 
TOW jocte ceete ue or eters 3.61 7.10 5.61 Tashi. + 38 8.00 
INew) YorkiMie. 7.5 B.07, 8.50 7.15 8.75 ie D 8.85 
California’ jen oie 3.51 6.65 5.66 7.18 +26 7.80 
United States .... 3.61 7.81 6.38 8.29 + 30 8.55 
Wis. utilization 
Market milk ..... 3.70 7.61 5.95 8.11 + 36 XXX 
Manufacturing milk 3.71 7.30 5.60 Uta a> She) Xxx 
Greameriess secre Sige 7.19 5.59 7.40 art BP XXX 
Cheese factories . . 3.71 7.30 5.61 7.80 + 39 Xxx 
Varied prod. plants} 3.71 Gee? 5.54 7.70 + 39 XXX 





1/Preliminary average buying prices received for milk of average test. They differ 
from basic buying prices which are for 3.5% milk. 2/Based on preliminary infor- 
mation for milk of average test. 


Wisconsin 3.5 Test Milk Prices 1/ 














Utilizati October October |Change from 
qazation 1972 last year 
Dollars per cwt. Percent 
Milkfonjiallises a aetes- eters erate tats Seg 7.08 7.30 +39 
Market oitlkoy cae = ster. te ool ee olen 5.40 7.20 7.43 +38 
Manufacturing milk ............. 5.10 6.89 7.12 +40 
EreamenieS seer er rte sie ster 4.98 6.77 6.78 + 36 
American cheese plants ....... 5.13 6.86 Tasks + 39 
Varied products plants ........ 5.00 6.91 7.07 + 41 
Federal Order Markets 
Chicago Regional Base Zone 3/. . 5.76 7.30 7.62 steed 





1/Computed equivalents. 2/Preliminary. 3/Includes Milwaukee County, Wisconsin 
and Winnebago County, Illinois. 
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CHEESE AND BUTTER 
PRODUCTION REMAINS DOWN 


Production of cheese and butter in the Nation during 
October remained under a year ago. Total cheese production 
for October was down 3 percent from last year. Although 
output of American cheese was about the same as October 
1972 and Italian production was up 5 percent, Swiss cheese 
production declined 30 percent, Brick and Muenster dropped 
2 percent, and all other varieties were down 14 percent. 


Current Dairy Products Estimates 










Change from 
last year 


October |Jan.-Oct. 









October 
1972 


October 


Item and area 1973 














1,000 pounds Percent 
BUTTER 
WISCONSIN) vie cieus eae 13,128 13,100 154,730 n. Cc. — 10 
Minnesota ois. «ot woe 15,622 14,650 188,920 — 6 — 18 
LOWS ae eek, akon dene eeebe ta 5,791 2,900 54,540 — 50 — 26 
Other states, i un /eus ts 40,663 32,066 396,257 —21 — 16 
Wnited*Statest verse o> 75,204 62,716 794,447 +17 — 16 
CHEESE, AMERICAN 
WiSCONSIN: eatin cuioee es 54,946 52,200 621,050 -— 5 — 1 
Minnesota .4..2-+ 0 su.. 14,385 19,740 195,160 $°37 + 23 
MISS OULIMees suet eee: 6,268 4,850 63,750 — 23 — 22 
Otheristates yan. cree 43,858 42,780 523,965 — 2 — 4 
United States”. 22.2 119,457 119,570 1,403,925 Nec; — 1 
CHEESE, 
MISCELLANEOUS 
United States 
Swiss! 42.1e.0ds Soper 15,514 10,810 144,217 — 30 — 3 
Brick and Muenster .. 5,577 5,490 56,399 — 2 n.c. 
Ttaliany woes on eee 41,418 43,409 454,699 fe +7 <6 
Allotherih rar, oo. keae 17,485 15,069 163,011 — 14 aus 6 
Total: eeaehee oe. <ses oon 719,994 74,778 818,326 —- 7 + 4 
ALL CHEESE 
United Statess-12. see 199,451 194,348 2,222,251 — 3 + j 
OTHER PRODUCTS 
Cottage Cheese 
United States 
Curd. tj wane ae. 64,315 59,829 659,674 —- 7 - 1 
@reanmieds2)/ erie 82,370 76,923 842,907 —- 7 = 3 
1,000 gallons Percent 
Ice Cream 
Wisconsin) =)...- -t.4-< 1,432 1,400 14,430 — 2 —12 
TMinois'* 2. emcees 3,310 3,230 38,660 — 2 + 7 
Lowa etait 2 as. eee 605 680 6,750 ee iP Sl 
Michigatl .esenes er 2,653 2,840 30,565 ce a > 6) 
Man niesOta tec sr etete 2,406 2,470 25,960 +153 See 
Other states:s.itnnen. 49,478 53,069 562,443 A eT, + 2 
United States....... 59,884 63,689 678,808 + 6 fen 





1/Includes cottage, pot, and bakers’ cheese with a milkfat content of less than 4 
percent. 2/Includes cheese with a milkfat content of 4 to 19 percent. 


Wisconsin’s production of American cheese in October 
was 52 million pounds, a decline of 5 percent from a year 
earlier. Minnesota increased its American cheese output 37 
percent from October 1972 but Missouri was down 23 per- 
cent and all other states had a drop of 2 percent. 

The Nation’s creameries churned 17 percent less butter 
in October than a year ago. Butter output in the Nation has 
been under a year earlier since February 1972. While Wis- 
consin’s butter production during October was nearly equal 
to last year, Minnesota was down 6 percent. Iowa produced 
only half as much butter in October as a year ago and other 
states had a decline of 21 percent. 

Production of cottage cheese in the Nation for October 
was 7 percent below October 1972. Ice cream production in 
the Nation during October was 6 percent more than the pre- 
vious year. 
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BUTTER PRODUCTION REMAINS LOWER 
BUT AMERICAN CHEESE OUTPUT RISES 


Weekly estimates of butter production in the Nation 
during November indicate that churnings will remain well be- 
low a year earlier. Butter production for November is ex- 
pected to be 17 percent under last year, the same decline as 
shown in October and nearly equal to the 16 percent reduc- 
tion for January through October. Churnings of butter in 
Wisconsin creameries during November was also lower than a 
year ago after showing no change in October. The State’s 
butter production during January through October was down 
10 percent from those months in 1972. 

According to weekly estimates, production of American 
cheese in the Nation during November could be 11 percent 
more than a year earlier. October’s output was about the same 
as last year but production from January through October 
was | percent less than in the corresponding period of 1972. 
Wisconsin’s American cheese production in November may 
also be above a year ago after showing a 5 percent decline in 
October and a | percent drop from January through October. 


Recent Changes in Butter and Cheese Output 

















Butter American Cheese 

United States Wisconsin United States isconsin 

Periods ; Change | Change f Change | Change 

corer from last |from last ARS ted from last |from last 
year year year year 

1,000 lbs. Percent | Percent 1,000 lbs. Percent | Percent 
October ... 62,716 —17 n. c. 119,570 ya os —5 
Jan.-Oct. .. 794,447 = 16 —10 1,403,925 - 1 —1 

Weeks ending 

INOVs) (8 a 13,450 — 22 —12 27,550 + 10 + 5 
Nov.15.. 14,100 —17 =) 27,250 cp ail ses 
Nov. 22 .. 12,950 — 14 a WS) Qigi sO sae Be 8 
Nov. 29 .. 16,000 — 16 — 6 29,600 fo =H 2) 
‘LOtalwereecns 56,500 —17 XXX 111,550 a 3K! XXX 





WHOLESALE CHEESE PRICES 
INCREASE AGAIN 


Wholesale prices of Swiss and cheddar cheese at Wis- 
consin assembly points increased again during November. 
Cheddar cheese in 40 pound blocks averaged 86.33 cents a 
pound for November, up more than 2 cents from October 
and the ninth consecutive month of higher wholesale cheddar 
cheese prices. A year ago cheddar cheese in 40 pound blocks 
averaged just 63 cents a pound. 

Wholesale prices of Swiss cheese, Wisconsin State Brand, 
averaged 93% cents a pound in November. This was a gain of 


Wholesale Diary Prices 














November October November 


Commodity 













1972 1973 1973 1/ 

Butter, 92-score, New York, pound.... 70.31¢ 3/ 717.04¢ 
Cheese, Cheddars, Wisconsin primary 

markets, 40 lb. block, pound 2/ ..... 63.01¢ 84.22¢ 86.33¢ 
Cheese, Swiss, Wisconsin State Brand, 

block pound! 2/is.t ss. ase, casera ened 75.86% 91.00¢ 93.50¢ 


Evaporated milk, North Central States, 
case, 48-14% oz. cans, range ........ 

Nonfat dry milk solids, spray, Chicago 
ERC A POUANG calabria dope) cds eee ele ee aieo 


$8.10-9.10 $10.65-10.93 $———-— 


34.994 50.82¢ 51.04¢ 


1/Preliminary estimates. 2/Selling prices, f.o.b. at Wisconsin assembly points. 
3/Too few reports to determine a price. 





2% cents from the previous month and was 17.64 cents above 
November 1972. 

Wholesale prices of 92-score butter at the New York 
market averaged slightly over 77 cents a pound in November, 
nearly 6% cents more than last year. 


PRICES RECEIVED 
INDEX SLIGHTLY LOWER 


The index of prices received by Wisconsin farmers aver- 
aged 541 percent of the 1910-14 base as of mid-November, 
down 1 point from a month earlier. Lower prices for most 
livestock and some crops offset increases for milk, oats, and 
hay. The prices received index however was 38 percent above 
November 1972. 


Prices Received by Wisconsin Farmers 






Commodity 





Dollars 


Mil KiGOWSs cucts sucess 415.00 480.00 620.00 615.00 
Steers and heifers. . 29.00 32.20 42.00 36.60 
COwsi). fucks a cust ee 20.80 25.00 34.00 30.20 
Calves nes, 23515) ede sercks 41.00 47.50 67.00 56.40 
FRO SS panes ats, o.rousyserets 19.00 26.60 39.80 39.80 
Sheep: «3.5. chmteos 5.30 6.30 11.50 10.50 
ambs. xn eee 24.00 26.30 28.80 28.60 
WOO!) 553 csteuseets tier Bo -41 50 aos 
Chickenstl/ie es 085 .095 .220 de WS) 
Murkeys:s eeutacise .220 .240 .370 .370 
EGGS Wie. cua orate siesae -290 .330 -580 .580 
(COLT rs sneer ete 1.04 1.16 2u15 Ze03 
Oatsiet eG Sites. s cee -69 -78 eed 5 1.20 
Soybeans os. 6252 5.5 2.83 3.30 5.70 5.04 
Alfalfa hay, baled. . 21250 31.00 29.00 30.50 





1/Excludes broilers. 


Beef cattle prices weakened for the third consecutive 
month. Steers and heifers averaged $36.60 a hundredweight 
as of November 15, down 5.40 from a month earlier and 
$13.40 below the record price reached in August. The mid- 
November price for steers and heifers was $4.40 higher than 
last year. Slaughter cows averaged $30.20 a hundredweight 
in November, a decline of 3.80 from the previous month 
but $5.20 above a year ago. 

Hog prices remained unchanged from October to No- 
vember but at $39.80 a hundredweight were $14.50 under 
the top achieved in August. The November hog price was 
$13.20 more than in November 1972 however. 

Calves averaged $56.40 a hundredweight for mid-No- 
vember, a sharp drop of $10.60 from the previous month but 
still almost $9.00 above last year. 

Sheep and lamb prices were down in November from a 
month earlier. Sheep averaged $10.50 a hundredweight on 
November 15, a decline of $1.00 from October but $4.20 
more than November 1972. Lambs, at $28.60 a hundred- 
weight for November, were 20 cents below October but $2.30 
higher than a year ago. The mid-November wool price of 53 
cents a pound was up 3 cents from the previous month and 
12 cents above last year. 

Egg prices averaged 58 cents a dozen as of November 
1S, the best price for that date since 1951. Egg prices did not 
change from October to November but were 25 cents higher 
than November 1972. Turkey prices also remained the same 
from October to November but the mid-November price of 
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37 cents a pound liveweight was 13 cents more than a year 
earlier and the best for that date in 20 years. 

Corn prices declined 2 cents from October to November. 
The mid-November average of $2.13 a bushel was 97 cents 
more than a year ago and only 2 cents under the record high 
for November set in 1947. 

The mid-November oats price of $1.20 a bushel was 
equal to the previous record high reached in January 1948. 
Oats increased 5 cents from October to November and was 
42 cents above November 1972. Wheat prices had a record 
November average of $4.12 a bushel, up 6 cents from the 
previous month and $2.33 higher than a year ago. 

Soybeans averaged $5.04 a bushel for November, down 
66 cents from October but $1.74 greater than the previous 
year. Baled alfalfa hay increased $1.50 a ton from October 
to November but at $30.50 a ton on November 15 was 50 
cents under a year earlier. 


CORN PLANT POPULATION 
LOWER IN 1973 


Corn plant population in Wisconsin and most Corn Belt 
States showed slight to moderate declines in 1973. Informa- 
tion on corn development and yields is collected monthly 
from August through November by the Statistical Reporting 
Service as part of the corn objective yield program. Counts 
and measurements are made by trained enumerators during 
visits to random plots in a scientific sampling of fields in 
selected states. The trend in recent years has shown increases 
in plant population per acre but in 1973 the plant population 
in the Eastern Corn Belt States was 2 percent less than a year 
earlier and in the Western Corn Belt States 3 percent less. 
Based on a stalk count in nearly 150 sample plots, Wisconsin’s 
corn plant population in 1973 was 18,300 plants per acre 
compared with 19,400 for 1972. 


Plant Population per Acre of Corn for Grain 1/ 









States 1970 1972 








ROTC a6 Chuncechens, a.Getge etch ose 18,200 18,200 18,200 
Indiana <2 ytyeseee so eae 17,000 17,900 17,000 18,300 17,900 
NUTT ites CWAIIog GSicsinn - tect 18,600 18,100 18,000 19,100 19,100 
Michigany(y. ssvocm eet e 16,800 18,400 16,500 18,500 16,900 
WAISCONS HI Mer caterer eae 17,600 18,800 18,100 19,400 18,300 
Minnesota) Ae ates scctscc ser 18,200 18,400 18,600 19,000 18,300 
LOWae oor on nus) ees open ee 17,400 18,000 18,100 19,200 18,900 
MiSSOURL) Porters cs ttn ret ead 15,000 14,600 14,800 15,300 15,300 
South(Dakotaes. ese ery 12,000) 12,200 ~ 11,900" =12,800 12,600 
Nebraskas i S.2 saysipeet ea 15,600 16,400 16,000 16,900 15,400 
Kansas, s.csscpei-caer se eerears 15,800 15,900 17,400 17,000 17,500 





1/Population based on stalk count in sample plots selected for objective yield 
determinations. 


Measurements of row spacing of corn for grain in Wis- 
consin in 1973 showed no change in the average row width 
from 1972. The State’s average row width for 1973 was 37.3 
inches, just slightly narrower, than the average in 1970 and 
1971. Iowa also had an average row width of 37.3 inches for 
1973 but other neighboring states had narrower spacings 
between corn rows. The most popular row width was be- 
tween 36.6 and 38.5 inches in the majority of the Corn Belt 
States. Wisconsin had a greater percentage of its sample plots 
with a row width measurement of 38.6 to 40.5 inches in 1973 
than in 1972. 


Measured Row Spacing of Corn for Grain 1/ 













Row width groups (inches) 




















State and year | 34.5& | 34.6— | 36.6— | 38.6— | 40.68 | AVeuuee 
less 36.5 38.5 40.5 greater 
Percent of samples Inches 

Wisconsin 

19697 ne eee ort 14.4 29.6 33.3 13.6 EMIS!) 

LOW O ike nates ca tote i as} 117 ise? PAS eg | 10.3 37.4 

WHER  iaeg prolate. c 13-5 17 38.0 27.6 9.2 37.4 

LOT Zi te tere ores ie 18.1 Ol 31.3 Sh 9.7 Sue 

LOTS eles eee 18.0 12.5 PITS 35.5 6.9 Pi f=] 
Other States 2/ 

indiana. 28.3 173 37.6 16.2 -6 Sides) 

DinOis* ete ennere 25.4 8.6 46.1 18.1 1.8 36.1 

TOWa "pais wenare 2 15.9 6.4 39.1 S132 7.4 Sips) 

Michigan ..... 43.1 8.0 22.8 19.3 6.8 34.9 

Minnesota..... 26.0 8.5 40.0 18.8 6.7 36.1 





1/Spacings based on row measurements in sample plots selected for objective yield 
determinations. 2/Data for 1973. 


BUTTER STOCKS DOWN SHARPLY 
BUT CHEESE STOCKS ABOUT THE SAME 


The Nation’s cold storage stocks of butter at the end of 
November were 61 percent under a year earlier while cheese 
stocks were nearly the same as on November 30, 1972. There 
were less than 52 million pounds of butter in cold storage at 
the end of November, the lowest total for that date since 
1966. Government stocks of butter amounted to about 26 
million pounds compared with almost 120 million pounds on 
November 30, 1972. 

Total cheese in cold storage for the Nation was 353 mil- 
lion pounds at the end of November. Stocks of American 
cheese amounted to 286 million pounds, down 2 percent 
from a year earlier. Although stocks of Swiss cheese in cold 
storage on November 30 were up 76 percent from last year, 
supplies of all other cheese were | percent below that date in 
1972. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Butter and Cheese 











Change 
from last 






Nov. 30, 


Commodity 1972 

















year 

1,000 pounds Percent 
UNITED STATES 

IBWEGE SAW ce tha erage senate: 155,032 132,517 51,696 — 61 

Cheese, American ...... 250,876 291,670 285,819 ae 

Cheese, Swiss i... 229-3 + 8,084 7,784 13,728 eG 

Cheeseyalliotherm 2 c.ee 57,7531 $4,139 53,442 _ 1 

Cheesewtotalerce avis eg a 316,717 3535593 352,989 n.cs 
WISCONSIN 

Butter ye sre can. erste soss 6,202 5,343 1,986 — 63 

Cheese, American ...... 143,083 187,580 169,572 — 10 

GOVERNMENT STOCKS* 
Butler ee els. ata seans ema eesre es 118,784 119,795 25,765 — 78 
Cheese, American ...... 3,494 200 427 + 114 





*Included in above totals. 


Manufacturers’ Stocks of Other Dairy Products 
United States 


















Change 
from 
last year 





October 31, 
1971 


October 31, 
1972 


October 31, 


Commodity 1973 













1,000 pounds Percent 
Dried whole milk.......... 6,423 4,823 7,592 Sy 
Dried’ skimumilkmele. is eee 102,333 48,941 80,745 +65 
Dried buttermilky.2.3.0)0 5,55 2,241 3,130 4,169 +33 
Condensed milk and evapor- 
ated milk (case goods) 1/ ..| 151,505 138,803 89,367 — 36 








1/Combined to avoid disclosing individual plant operations. 
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DECEMBER 1 HOG INVENTORY HIGHER 


All hogs and pigs on Wisconsin farms December 1, 1973 
totaled 1,575,000, an increase of 7 percent from a year 
earlier. Hogs being kept for breeding numbered 252,000, only 
1,000 more than on December 1, 1972. Market hogs, at 
1,323,000, were 8 percent more than a year ago. 

A total of 100,000 sows farrowed on Wisconsin farms 
during September through November, the same figure as in 
that quarter in 1972. The pig crop of 740,000 for the Sep- 
tember-November quarter was down 2 percent from the 
previous year. Litter rates for the third quarter of 1973 
averaged 7.40 pigs compared with 7.55 pigs per litter in 
September-November 1972. 


Wisconsin farmers intend to farrow 79,000 sows during 
December 1973 through February 1974. This would be an 
increase of 5 percent from a year earlier. Farrowings during 
March through May 1974 are expected to total 106,000 sows, 
4 percent below that period in 1973. 

The 10 Corn Belt States, including Wisconsin, had 46.7 
million hogs and pigs on farms December 1, an increase of 5 
percent from a year ago. These 10 States accounted for 
slightly over three-fourths of the Nation’s total hog and pig 
inventory of 61 million on December 1, 1973. There were 
6.5 million hogs being kept for breeding purposes in the 10 
Corn Belt States, the same as on December 1, 1972. Market 
hogs totaled 40.2 million, up 6 percent from a year earlier. 


All Hogs and Pigs on Farms, Breeding and Market 
December 1, 1972 and 1973, 10 States 








For breeding 





Market Total hogs and pigs 

































State 1972 1973 mone from 1972 | 1973 Change from 1972 1973 Change from 

ast year last year last year 

1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 
ORION Sar ueettrors 313 307 — 2 2,007 1,967 — 2 2,320 2,274 — 2 
indianay oe ere. « 640 634 = 1 4,210 4,241 vn wt | 4,850 4,875 ae | 
Tlinois!es eevee 964 992 Ha 3 5,686 6,358 fe 12 6,650 7,350 cum bil 
Wisconsin..... 251 252 Tc 1,224 1,323 ie ates 1,475 1,575 se 
Minnesota .... 568 596 +S 2,982 3,380 $13 3,550 3,976 ele) 
TOWas spe daleo tre 2,030 2,010 = 1 12,170 12,690 + 4 14,200 14,700 + 4 
Missourim ote er 675 653 — 3 3,675 3,672 Ms Ge 4,350 4,325 — i 
S2 Dakotalsa... 269 304 + 43 1,524 1,871 + 23 1,793 20075 ci Pall 
INebraskalusc ar 479 460 —- 4 2,62)1 2,995 5 86, 3,300 3,455 age 
Kansas Sanaa cos 305 290 —- 5 1,795 1,710 -— 5 2,100 2,000 -— § 
Total 10 states. 6,494 6,498 Mc. 38,094 40,207 a4] 44,588 46,705 nS. 











Sows Farrowing, Pigs per Litter and Pig Crop 
September through November, 1972 and 1973, 10 States 





Sows farrowing 








Pigs per litter Pig crop 1/ 




























State Change from Change from 

1972 1973 last year 1972 1973 1972 1973 iasteest 

1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 
ONION a atewa eta eos aieeoloysisiees ccs: ham 120 110 —- 8 7.20 7.10 864 781 — 10 
1D 6 BEY: lee igs cane ly Sym eee Ae 215 210 — 2 7.26 7.00 1,561 1,470 — 6 
GIL OIS semsdaere re cec tan syere ia erener oth 377 395 we, al 7.00 6.95 2,639 2,745 + 4 
'WiSCONSINY = sar a esrerere Se fc, ius cea 100 100 fe Cs 155 7.40 USS 740 — 2 
Minnesotal 7. 2 aitacdasete sie ere cere 185 206 + J) 7.20 7.30 RSP! 1,504 = "13 
LOWS: fora htes ascii akeue Nel rans, cesheu ane 670 608 =- 9 6.95 7.20 4,657 4,378 — 6 
MissOULiie ee ven sonore Ra Ae en aleus 265 256 — 3 7.00 6.90 1,855 1,766 —- § 
South Dakotatiwceccn spacer. aaron 96 116 see 7.00 7.20 672 835 + 24 
Nebraskan cmtiy-tece teens tee ra 190 185 -— 3 aed 2,0] 1,368 1332) —- 3 
Kianisds ix) tebe wists, ee Meee iatrd 118 105 -—11 7.50 posi) 885 772 — 13 
Totals O states meeansae s aureus 2,330 2,291 - 2 T:10 Teh 16,588 16,323 — 2 














1/Number of pigs born September through November that were still on hand December 1 or had been sold. 


Sows to Farrow, December through May, 10 States 








December 1/ through February 


March through May 
























Change from Change from 

1973 1974 2/ last year 1973 i; 1974 2/ fast year 

1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 
Ohi0. 2 cose ops Repo eers 100 93 — 7 125 125 nec: 
Indiana: «... ..eeeetto cies 235 220 — 6 250 240 —4 
TNIOIS) -.2).075, oor 329 330 sic. 500 520 + 4 
WiSCONSiNleh a tra ere 75 79 aa 110 106 —4 
Minnesota tan. canmricnateirs 164 180 + 10 245 260 + 6 
TO Wa oc. 256 0 mh Aree roe 485 510 if Mas) 980 960 —2 
MiISSOUET 4) Baie: vclgteeesaen 210 205 — 2 279 280 neve: 
South Dakota Syeraiserster- TS: 90 52,0) 168 180 + 7 
Nebraska <).0.3.. ieee 147 135 —- 8 215 25 Hece 
INAN SAS eee ene sos lek are aaa 103 100 is) 125 120 == 4 
Doral PO Staves: ss coue cts are 1,923 1,942 Lae al 2,997 3,006 noc 








1/December of preceding year. 2/Number indicated by breeding intentions reports. 
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DECEMBER CROP REPORT 


Wisconsin farmers had nearly all of their crops harvested 
by the first of December in contrast to 1972 when 10 per- 
cent of the corn and 15 percent of the soybeans were still in 
the fields when a heavy snowstorm stopped harvesting on 
December 12th. Excellent fall weather in 1973 enabled 
farmers to harvest their crops and to make fine progress on 
land preparation for the 1974 crop season. Production of 
crops in 1973 was generally lower than in 1972 because of a 
late planting season and dry weather during the summer. 
Based on conditions as of November 1, the crop production 
index for 1973 was 118 percent of the 1957-59 base, down 
5 percentage points from 1972. 


CROP PRODUCTION INDEX 
WISCONSIN, 1957-73 
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% of 1957-59 
130 





1962 I972 


Spring field work began in March but was severely re- 
stricted by wet grounds in April and May. Normally 29 per- 
cent of the rainfall during the growing season falls during 


April and May but 47 percent fell in those two months in 
1973. June began warm and dry which was helpful for com- 
pleting unfinished planting and giving a boost to crop growth 
that had lagged during a cool April and May. The dry weather 
of June and July affected crop yields, especially the late 
planted oats, corn, and second crop hay. Rain in August im- 
proved crop development in the west and northwest but the 
southeast remained dry until September. 

Small grain yields were cut drastically by warm, dry 
weather in June and July. Oats yielded only 41 bushels per 
acre, the lowest since 1949. Production at 56,170,000 
bushels was the smallest since 1910. Barley yields were down 
considerably from 1972. Wheat acreage was a record low 
when wet weather in the fall of 1972 and the spring of 1973 
prevented farmers from sowing all their intended acreage. 
The 1973 rye crop was the smallest ever harvested. Al- 
though winter wheat and rye came through the winter in 


OATS: Average Yield per Acre 
WISCONSIN ,1957-73 
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Crop Summary of Wisconsin for December 1, 1973* 











































Acreage Yield per acre Production 
Ge | 1973. 1973 1973 
1971 1972 (prelimi- 1972 (prelimi- 1971 1972 (prelimi- 
| nary) nary) nary) 
Thousands Thousands 
FIELD CROPS 
Corp for grains ieee ee 2,304 2,143 2,050 98.0 95.0 86.0 Bu. 225,792 203,585 176,300 
Oats: r.gt eek Sewer eerie shen) ae L535 1,350 1,370 62.0 $5.0 41.0 Bu. 95,170 74,250 56,170 
Barley cate yr aeons 28 22 21 $5.0 45.0 37.0 Bu. 1,540 990 TaD 
ERY. CPN caer ecalleteh does Sete aie er eter i 10 9 24.0 21.0 19.5 Bu. 288 210 176 
Wieat: (all) ve cices pact ecnien a 35 29 257 37.5 31.1 33.0 Bu. 1,314 901 890 
Winter SAE Reed me ae 22 20 16 42.0 32.0 35.0 Bu. 924 640 560 
Spring es cia- 5 acer ane ene 13 9 11 30.0 29.0 30.0 Bu. 390 261 330 
Soybeans for beans........ 128 145 236 2305 28.0 23.0 Bu. 3,008 4,060 5,428 
Potatoes (eal) eee eeyee eee 51.5 45.5 47.0 256 253 245 Cwt. 13,183 11,530 11,515 
obaccor(all)a acct cee 10.6 10.8 10.2 2,125 t72i7 1,950 Lb. 22,525 18,650 19,890 
TY PO.S:4: spores ee teen estes ess 5.0 4.9 Pe G 1,700 1,950 Lb. 12,031 8,500 9,555 
TY peyS:5: Weare ae ehedeveue ts 523 5.8 ms} 1,980 1,750 1,950 Lb. 10,494 10,150 10,335 
HAY AND FORAGE 
Elaya(all) year eecseeperees aetna 3,987 3,920 4,070 2.78 2.60 2.56 Ton 11,083 10,203 10,401 
Alfalfa and mixture ....... 3,017 2,950 3,090 2.95 2.85 2.70 Ton 8,900 8,408 8,343 
MAM OtRerieites ern. bet jaguars ake 970 970 980 2229 1.85 2.10 Ton 2,183 1,795 2,058 
VEGETABLE CROPS 
Carrots’ 1) moet. eta era 1.6 17, 1.4 415 400 370 Cwt. 666 679 518 
Cabbage ti sane acs ekaersy sic 332 3.8 23 345 AES 240 Cwt. 1,101 1,204 552 
Lettuce cd) Bercy .cce oat viper ercae 1.6 9 jie 220 210 250 Cwt. 352 189 Pare 
Mint:for Oll@egen onion eee 10.3 4.5 6.4 43 30 38 Cwt. 443 135 243 
Onions, commercial ....... 1.6 AS 1.4 235 250 280 Cwt. 376 373 392 
For processing: 
Green lintasbeatisay-a ries Ase) 6.4 7.4 1.25 -82 .93 Ton 2/ 6.7 Ry} 6.9 
POaS 3 <i si eueteteee atore 125.1 122.2 123.2 1.17 1.34 99 Ton 2/ 146.4 163.8 122.0 
Snap beans) a2 eye lameies 50.1 45.5 SS5a7 2259 2.67 2.47 Ton 129.8 WANES 137.6 
SWECTCOL Ee. crenata 117.9 T1325 132.6 4.57 4.54 3.85 Ton $38.8 S253 $1025 
Beets for canning ...... 5.8 4.5 6.6 11.66 14.00 9.18 Ton 67.7 63.0 60.6 
Cucumbers for pickles... 8.2 9.0 10.4 5.04 4.77 4.91 Ton 41.4 43.0 51.1 
FRUITS, ETC. 
Apples, commercial ....... - _ - - = a Lb. 65,000 65,000 50,000 
AHR SG NETS WIE o cho tha miecmce - — _ = = = Ton 8.4 4.6 ; 2.6 
CTAanbDeEries tc aeieae eee _ — — _ = = Bbl. 742 805 790 
Straw erriess, chee ane ene 1.5 1.4 1.4 29 23 27 Cwt. 44 32 38 








*The final crop summary for 1973 will be released on January 16, 1974. 1/Summer acreage. 2/Shelled. 
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good shape, the dry weather in June reduced yields as the 
crops were heading out. Straw supplies in 1973 were again 
very short. 

Production of corn for grain was lower in 1973 as late 
plantings and dry summer weather reduced yields and the 
acreage harvested for grain. Silage yields were also below 1972 
but acreage increased. Soybean acreage showed a big in- 
crease in 1973 and production was consequently higher al- 
though the yields did not match the record 28 bushels per 
acre in 1972. First crop hay yields were better than in 1972 
but the hay had a high content of grass and weeds as alfalfa 
suffered in the wet fall of 1972 and spring of 1973. Second 
crop hay was mostly short because of dry weather after first 
cuttings. 

Tobacco, potatoes, strawberries, and cranberries pro- 
duced good crops. The apple and cherry crops were reduced 
by poor pollination. Home gardens were very good but com- 
mercial vegetable yields were quite variable. Harvesting 
weather in 1973 was much better than in 1972 and as a re- 
sult the quality of crops was mostly good. The fine harvesting 
conditions allowed farmers and processors to harvest much of 
the planted acreage in contrast to 1972 when substantial 
acreage was lost to poor harvesting weather. 


RED MEAT PRODUCTION 
HIGHER IN OCTOBER 


Red meat production in Wisconsin’s commercial slaugh- 
tering plants during October increased about 17 percent from 
September and was 5 percent above a year ago. Although 
pork production was down 6 percent from October 1972, the 
output of beef increased 13 percent. 

Cattle slaughter in Wisconsin during October numbered 
109,000, up 10,500 from last year. Average liveweight of 
cattle slaughtered in October was 1,135 pounds, 26 pounds 
heavier than the previous year. 

The October hog kill of 254,000 was 33,000 under 
October 1972. Hogs averaged 242 pounds liveweight for 
October, a gain of 14 pounds from a year ago. 

Calf slaughter in October totaled 23,200, an increase 
of 6,000 from a year earlier. The average liveweight of calves 
butchered in October was 147 pounds, down 38 pounds from 
last year. Sheep and lamb slaughter for October was 600, the 
same as October 1972. 


Commercial Livestock Slaughter 






Number Liveweight 









Change 


















Area October October 
from 
last year 
1,000 head Percent Million pounds 

Cattle 

Wisconsin’ < «5 3. - <6 98.5 109.0 suet Fe 109.2 12337, 

United States 1/.... | 3,192.0 3,147.2 = 3,330.6 3,299.5 
Calves 

WISCONSIN we che satetare Vive ee Ble + 35 ay) 3.4 

United States 1/... 258.6 206.1 = 20 66.1 50.1 
Hogs 

Wisconsin’: sais. 287.0 254.0 —11 65.4 61.5 

United States 1/ ... | 7,492.5 6,993.5 = 17 1,790.0 1,689.4 
Sheep and lambs 

Wisconsin, .......-- -6 6 Nyc: .059 -057 

United States 1/... 971.2 951.8 ee 102.4 100.6 





1/Excludes Alaska and Hawaii. 
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MEAT STOCKS EXCEED 
A YEAR AGO 


The Nation’s cold storage stocks of meat at the end of 
November were 4 percent above a year ago. This was the 
first time that meat stocks were higher than a year earlier 
since December 31, 1971. Beef stocks in cold storage at the 
end of November were up 3 percent from last year while 
pork stocks had an increase of 12 percent. 

There were over 360 million pounds of beef in cold 
storage on November 30, an increase of almost 43 million 
pounds from a month earlier and 9 million pounds above the 
previous year. Cold storage supplies of pork on November 30 
amounted to 271 million pounds compared with 223% mil- 
lion pounds at the end of October and 242 million pounds on 
November 30, 1972. Stocks of frozen pork bellies more than 
doubled during November to nearly 35 million pounds, % mil- 
lion pounds above a year ago. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Meat 
United States 






Change 





Nov. 30,| Nov. 30,| Oct. 31, 








Commodity from 
last year 
1,000 pounds Percent 
Beef: 
FroOZen’ | hiaisees © wea) atte 318,551 340,097 304,016 344,356 + 1 
in cure and cured >... =... 8,332 11:25'5 13,966 16,245 + 44 
SLOtallcrcharsee cee ioe ts 326,883 351,352 317,982 360,601 ap 8} 
Pork: 
BROZENM afeveraterc: «cies s @uemeye 301,417 221,483 208,667 252,998 + 14 
TriccOOler ss wrstiayey sites suey atat 23,920 20,835 14,872 18,061 — 13 
MOtaleiccwad sie aiesctonee aa B20, 337) e242 3160 225,509 271,059 + 12 
Other meats and meat 
products: 
Weal inozenanee siya tucnet 8,127 11,894 8,988 9,776 — 18 
Lamb and mutton, frozen.| 18,626 17,200 15,504 14,160 — 18 
Canned meats in cooler: 
Hamish y topeese tet atk neva one 59,921 61,687 66,525 59,982 — 3 
Otherim eats. cre att suena) «le 17,098 17,519 14,233 13,629 — 22 
Totaly allinieatsies pesae anes eee 755,992 701,970 646,771 729,207 + 4 





BEEF CATTLE PRICES 
CONTINUE DOWNWARD 


Prices of beef cattle at the St. Paul and Kansas City 
markets continued to decline during November. Good grade 
steers weighing between 900-1100 pounds averaged $38.13 
a hundredweight at St. Paul in November, down $1.47 from 
October and the lowest since January 1973. The November 
price was $5.47 above a year ago however. Utility cows at 
St. Paul averaged $31.50 a hundredweight for November, a 
decline of $2.85 from the previous month but $5.84 higher 
than November 1972. Good grade feeder steers weighing be- 
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tween 600-700 pounds averaged $46.48 a hundredweight in 
November, down $1.20 from October and about $11.00 be- 
low the high reached in August. A year ago in November, 
good grade feeder steers at Kansas City averaged $39.75 a 
hundredweight. 


BEEF CATTLE PRICES 
Monthly Averages !971,72,73 
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BARROW AND GILT 
PRICES DECLINE 


Prices of barrows and gilts at the St. Paul market aver- 
2900-4M40138-74 
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aged $41.35 a hundredweight during November, a decline of 
almost $1.00 from a month earlier and $15.25 under the 
record high set in August 1973. This was the third consecu- 
tive month of lower prices for barrows and gilts but the No- 
vember average was $13.64 above last year. 


BARROW and GILT PRICES 
po St. Paul Monthly Averages 1971, 72,73 
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